THE REVOLUTION OF 1908-9
the selfless attitude of the majority, which was in
strange contrast to the greed of almost every
leader of the French Revolution.
The Revolution in Turkey has been carelessly
compared with that in Japan forty years earlier,
when the feudal prerogatives of the Samurai came
to an end, and the admiration which the Turks
have for the Japanese, the result of their defeat
of the hereditary enemy, Russia, lends colour
to this view. Yet few movements could be more
distinct. The Japanese Revolution involved great
loss of life, without any difficulties of race or
religion, such as those which beset the Young
Turks, and its initiative came from the Samurai
themselves, who displayed a self-denial that we
seek in vain in the pachas. The Times corre-
spondent at Constantinople has happily termed
this an upper-middle-class revolution. The im-
mediate causes of the movement in Turkey
were many* As has been said, the discontent in
the army, and in the nation generally, played no
small part, and of both the Young Turks were
quick to take advantage. Successive bad harvests
had caused unrest in the vilayets. There had
been race troubles in both Macedonia and the
Yemen. It seemed, indeed, as if the stars in their
courses fought for the pioneers of liberty. Their
hand was forced at the last Many of the more
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